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Immediately after the closure of the war, the development of the popular spirit in the south, there are two well-marked periods that can be commenced. The first one begins with the collapse of the confederacy as well as the dispersion of its armies[footnoteRef:1]. The second one is that of the proclamation indicating the reconstruction policy of the government.  As soon as the news of Lee and Johnson’s surrenders burst in the southern country, there was extreme consternation. Majority of the people held their hearts and indulged in the wildest apprehension of what was expected to come later in the aftermath. [1:  Schurz, C., Schurz, C. and Grant, U.S., 1969. Report on the Condition of the South (p. 25). New York: Arno Press.
] 

A lot of changes took place and Schurz saw them as “some results” that would “become of value” in reconstructing the south.  Some of the things that Schurz saw as some results that would become of value include the fact that there was rapid return of power and influence of individuals that were previously in a bitter war against the union.  Schurz saw that as a result which if properly developed would become of value. Another thing that Schurz saw as a result that would become of value was the re-establishment of the forms of civil government.  Establishment of the forms of civil government facilitated the participation of individuals who were active in the rebellion in bringing back the states to their constitutional relations.
In regard to the moral values of the results, Schurz felt that it would be imperative that people do not engage in any delusions. This is because majority of the people do not have a sense of national feeling and are neither impressed with the sense of criminality. Schurz also deemed it imperative to have the white southerners demand for compensation for their emancipated slaves. The significance that Schurz gave for this was that; the white southerners should demand compensation for their emancipated slaves as a way of repaying for the whipping they had received from the armies for military purposes. The meaning of the demand suggested that the slave states be relieved from taxation for years to come in consideration of debts due them (Schurz, Schurz and Grant, 1969).
Every irregularity that occurred was directly charged to the system of free labor in the event the Negros walked out the plantation it was proof of incorrigible instability of the Negroes. Additionally, in the event some individual Negroes violated the terms of the contract, it was proof that there is no Negro that would freely abide by the rules of the workforce and therefore it was easy to just conclude that you cannot make a Negro work without physical compulsion. This was more of racial stereotype by the white southerners[footnoteRef:2]. It did not matter who made the mistakes. It was obvious that if one Negro makes a mistake or violates the rules of the workforce, the mistake would define and determine the fate of all the other Negroes, and a disciplinary action would not only be taken against the individual Negro but to the entire blacks. [2:  Schurz, C., Schurz, C. and Grant, U.S., 1969. Report on the Condition of the South (p. 25). New York: Arno Press.
] 

The belief and conviction of white southerners that was so deeply rooted had it that the Negroes could not work without physical compulsion. Since it was so widely spread and deeply rooted, it was the reason as to why the people that entertained it felt that it would be imperative to preserve slavery to its original form and as long as possible.
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